
Lesson # 1 – Why  Read  The  Bible? 

Thought: The Bible can be enjoyable to read and beneficial to all that will pick it up and read it 
and study it. 

Goal: To help the students to understand that the Bible is God’s “love letter” to us. 

Scriptures: Psalm 1; 119:97-105 

Introduction: 
 A. Have you ever written or received a “love letter”?  

1. The letter itself is to describe the feelings of the writer to the one receiving 
the letter. 
2. In that letter there are personal things stated that basically make you feel that 
you are in love and that the words expressed promote that love. 
3. What would happen if you never received any love letter, or never hear an “I 
love you” from that special person? Or, that it was never opened?  

 B. God’s word is that “love letter” to all of mankind. 
1. In that “love letter” He tells us everything about Him and how much He loves 
us and want to provide for us all things that will benefit us. 
2. When we read His “love letter” it makes us feels loved and shows us His gift to 
us through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
3. We have all received a “love letter” from God – The Scriptures! 
4. How do you think God feels when we never open His “love letter” (the 
Scriptures)? 

Discussion: 
 A. Read Psalm 1  (have a volunteer read it in class). 
  1. What do you think it means to be blessed? 

2. What are some of the words that people use today that might be substituted 
for the word “blessed”? 
3. Note: Psalm 1:2 say that the person who is “blessed” is the one whose focus is 
on the law of the Lord. This person actually thinks about (meditates) on the 
Scriptures night and day! 
 a. We are not talking about studying the Bible 24 hours a day! 

b. But we are talking about reading it on a regular basis so we can know 
God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit and apply the teachings to our lives! 
c. In Psalm 1:3 – David tells us that if we will study God’s word, whatever 
we do will “prosper.” 

4. How often do you open your Bible and read it or study it, other than at 
church? 

 B. Read Psalm 119:97-105 (have a volunteer read this in class). 
1. What kind of an attitude does the writer have when on spends time with the 
word of God? 
 



 2. What should be our reaction to the Bible? Should it be a “delight” for us to 
read and get to know who God is? 
3. Question: how important is a flashlight at night here at camp? 

a. It provides enough light so that you do not stumble over rocks, holes in 
the ground, branches that have fallen, etc. 
b. The flashlight also provides enough light to where if we hear 
something in the darkness, we can shine our light and try and identify 
where the noise is coming from. 

  4. The Bible is such a light into this dark world of sin around us! 
   a. We would not know what sin is without the Bible. 
   b. We would not know that we are lost without God’s plan of salvation. 

c. We would not know what the plan of salvation is and therefore never 
have an opportunity to obey it. 
d. We would never know about the power of prayer, about heaven, or 
even about all the spiritual blessings we can have in Christ. 

 C. Read 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (have a volunteer read it is class). 
  1. We all read various kinds of books, magazines, articles, emails, etc. right? 
   a. What is your favorite book? 
   b. Why did you like that particular book? 
   c. The reason why you read that book was . . . ? 
   d. I would/would not recommend it to my friends. 
  2. What is the difference between that favorite book and the Bible? 

a. How many authors did your favorite book have, how many does the 
Bible have?  
b. How long did it take the writer(s) to write your favorite book, how long 
did it take for the Bible to be written? 
c. How easy is it to summarize your favorite book? How easy is it to tell 
what is in the Bible? 

  3. In 2 Timothy 3:16,17 are uses words like: 
   KJV – “all scripture is given by inspiration of God” 
   NKJY – “all scripture is given by inspiration of God” 
   NIV – “all Scripture is God-breathed”  
   ESV – “all Scripture is breathed out by God” 
   a. WHAT does that mean? 
    > It means that the author of the Bible is God! 

> While there are 40 different writers of the 66 books of the Bible, 
there is only One Author – God. 
> Because God is the Author – there are no contradictions or 
errors. 
> So, “God-breathed” into those 40 different writers what He 
wanted all of mankind to know! 

  4. Some facts to consider about the Bible: 
   a. It covers a time period from approximately 4000 B.C. to A.D. 100. 
   b. It consists of 66 books total with 39 in the O.T. and 27 in the N.T. 



c. It was written over a 1600 year span by about 40 different writers, 
writing in different languages on three continents. 
d. The Bible has stood the test of time in its historical and scientific 
accuracy. 

  5. The Bible can be divided up in the following ways: 
   Old Testament: 
    Books of the Law – The Pentateuch – First five books of the Bible 
    (Genesis – Deuteronomy). 
    Books of History – 12 books – (Joshua – Esther). 
    Books of Poetry or Wisdom – 5 books – (Job – Song of Solomon) 
    Major Prophets – 5 books (Isaiah – Daniel) 
    Minor Prophets – 12 books – (Hosea – Malachi) 
   New Testament: 
    The Gospels – 4 books – (Matthew – John). 
    History – 1 book – (Acts) 
    Letter or Epistles – 21 books – (Romans – Jude). 
    Prophecy – 1 book – (Revelation). 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson # 2 – Why  By  The  Book? 
 

Thought: To Introduce the Bible and how to use it. 
 
Goal: To help the campers to see the Bible as the written word of God, which contains advice to 
help them make good decisions about their lives? This would include how to study the Bible. 
 
Scriptures: Psalm 119; John 5:39,40 
 
Introduction: 
 A. NOTE: WE NEED FORTUNE COOKIES (one for each Camper). 

B. Teacher to students: Each of you will receive a fortune cookie today which will 
answer the greatest questions in your lives. What I want each of you to do is open your 
cookie and share with everyone what the answer is to your greatest struggle in life – 
How to Obey God! 
 1. Once this is done ask the Campers how fulfilling this was. 
 2. Did your “fortune” make any sense? 
 3. Was your “answer” specific enough to help you to obey God? 
C. How many Bibles do you have at your house? 
 1. The Bible is the Number 1 seller of all times! 
 2. The Bible was the one of the very first books to ever be printed. 

a. The Bible was first printed by Gutenberg in the German language and is 
one of the most valuable books ever at auction. 
b. The Bible for the longest time was only for the rich and the powerful to 
have. 
c. There are so many Bible around today – which the supply seems 
greater than demand. Next Sunday, go into every classroom in your 
church building, in every pew, in the lobby, and on the coat racks and 
count how many Bibles you find! 
 1). Who do they belong to? 
 2). Do the people miss their Bibles? 

  3. With the supply being so great – why is there such little demand for it today? 
   a. Most of you have never read the Bible but in Bible class. 
   b. Most of you have never seen your parent(s) read the Bible. 

c. With the supply being so great, why do you suppose the demand is so 
small? 

D. Is it realistic to say that we do things according to the Bible when hardly anyone reads 
it anymore except the preacher and our Bible class teacher and our grandparents? 

Discussion: 
 A. Psalm 119 
  1. It is the longest chapter in the Bible – 176 verses. 
  2. Each section of this Psalm is written in an Acrostic form. 
   a. Each section of 8 verses begins with a letter from the Hebrew alphabet. 

each section (22x8=176) gives us the total of 176 verses. 



c. The Psalmist has an overall theme throughout this Psalm focusing in on 
the importance of God’s word! 

3. As you look through this Psalm you will notice a number of synonyms for 
God’s word. They are: 
 a. Law – notes direction or instruction. 
 b. Word – a general term for God’s revelation. 
 c. Saying – a synonym for God’s word. 
 d. Command(ment) – a definite, authoritative instruction. 
 e. Statutes (sometimes translated as decrees) – refers to enacted laws. 
 f. Judgment – a judicial decision that sets a precedent, a binding law. 
 g. Precepts – a poetical word for injunctions. 

h. Testimony – (sometimes translated as statutes) – a solemn declaration 
of the will of God. 
i. Way – a metaphor to describe a pattern of life marked out by God’s 
Law. 
j. Path – similar to way (see letter i). 

1). Why do you think that so many different words are used to 
reveal different purposes of Scripture? 
2). God’s Word contains laws and commandments that should be 
obeyed regardless of how we feel. 
3). God’s Word is also a path by which we can feel safe, protected 
and secure. 
4). We should want to do what God says rather than do so simply 
out of obligation.  

B. John 5:39-40. 
1. Ask the following questions – true or false – to get a feel of where the campers are 
coming from. 
 a. The Bible is the most important book in the world. 
 b. The church would quickly deteriorate without the Bible. 
 c. The Bible is holy, so it should be treated with the utmost respect. 
 d. The Bible is a book that just has some good suggestions to live by. 
2. From John 5:39-40 – what is Jesus saying? 

a. Knowledge of the Bible is of little use unless it leads to the application of that 
truth to our lives. 
b. God’s Word should lead us to God Himself. 
c. You cannot know who Jesus is without a knowledge of the Bible. 
d. Applying the Bible to your life means that you are willing to obey what it says. 
e. How can I know what it says for my life? 

C. 2 Timothy 2:15 
1. This is part of a letter that the Apostle Paul wrote to a young preacher named 
Timothy. 

  a. Timothy was told to study the Scriptures. 
b. Not only does it say to study, it also implies that he was obeying the Scriptures 
as well. 



 2. In Lesson 1 we saw some basics of the Bible – (Old Testament and New Testament). 
a. When it comes time to decide how to study and how to apply the Scripture 
some basic interpretation skills need to be developed.  
b. Some of those basic skills would be: 
 1). Ask the following questions: 
  aa. Who wrote the passage under consideration? 
  bb. To whom was the passage written?  

2). A basic concept of Bible interpretation would include that the Bible 
teaches by: 
 aa. Command. 
 bb. Example. 
 cc. Necessary inference or conclusion. 
3). Example: Mark 16:15 

aa. The command is to “Go into all the world and preach the 
gospel.”  

ü The command is to “Go” – so I can go by plane, train, 
automobile, horseback, or walk; I can use T.V., radio, 
printed page, internet, blog, facebook, twitter, etc. 

bb. The example - Acts 8:1-4 is where the disciples “went 
everywhere preaching the word.” 

ü Scripture shows the preaching was done in cities like 
Corinth, Rome, Ephesus, Philippi, Colossae, with Paul’s 
missionary journeys. 

ü The example is based upon a command.  
cc. The necessary inference – the only thing to be preached was 
the gospel. 

ü This sometimes is referred to as respecting the silence 
of the Scriptures. 

ü This means that the Scripture does not have to tell us 
everything that is prohibited, just what is supposed to 
be done. (They were not to preach rebellion against 
Roman occupation; they were not to preach that 
slavery was wrong; they were to preach the gospel). 

3. This is a very important concept when it comes to our lessons later on worship, 
habits, fellowship, and the struggles we face.   
4. This is why there are so many different churches, different faiths, different beliefs; we 
must unite together in what Scripture teaches.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson # 3 – Why  Worship? 

 
Thought: To show that God is worthy of praise and worship! 
 
Goal: To help the campers understand why Christians need to worship and praise God. 
 
Scriptures: Psalm 22:22-31; Matthew 18:20; John 4:24; Hebrews 10:22-25 
 
Introduction: 

A. Have the campers stand in a straight line. On your word – “Go” – have them hold 
their breath – give a prize to the one who can hold his/her breath longest. Honor that 
person with the prize. 

1. How many of you today, wanted to breathe when you totally had to – raise 
your hand! 
2. Since all of us seem to need to breathe, it should be as obvious as breathing 
that we all need to worship God as well! 

B. Worshiping someone other than ourselves seem to be something that is part of our 
being. 
 1. Look at the Egyptians of Moses day and time. 

a. Each one of the ten plagues represented a “god” of the Egyptians 
which Jehovah God through Moses was able to show His (God’s) 
superiority over. 

2. In Acts 17:23 – while Paul was at Athens – he found the people there very 
concerned about worshipping the right “god” to the point that they had an altar 
with the inscription – “To An Unknown God.” 
3. People around the world “worship” various gods: 
 aa. The Muslims go to Mecca each year. 
 bb. The Hindus have their famous shrines. 
 cc. Atheists believe in themselves and science. 
 dd. Humanists believe they are a god. 

C. Worship began in human history with the first family of the world (Adam, Eve, Cain. 
and Abel) – Genesis 4:4-8. 
D. Worship is seen in heaven itself AFTER the judgment day – Revelation 19:1-10. 

Discussion: 
 A. Psalm 22:22-31. 

1. David, the Psalmist is described as being a “man after God’s own heart.” This 
simply means that he wanted to please God in all that he did. 
2. David often times fled for his life from King Saul (who wanted to kill David) and 
David would often times get very discouraged. 
3. When he came to the understanding that God was still in control of all things, 
he repented and would turn to God in worship. 
4. This would be the setting of this Psalm. 
5. Worship is vital to any person’s existence, and is seen especially in the life of 
David. 



 a. He wrote most of the 150 Psalms. 
b. The book of Psalms basically was the “songbook” of the Israelites that 
they would sing in praise to God. 

 B. What is worship? 
1. Worship has been defined as, “A service or rite showing reverence for deity; 
intense love or admiration; to show religious reverence for” (Webster’s 
Dictionary). 
2. Matthew 18:20 – has been used to describe that when two or three are 
gathered together in the name of the Lord is where worship can take place. 
3. John 4:21-24 – Jesus states that worship is not so much in a place (like a 
mountain, building, etc.), but that it takes place in “spirit and in truth.” 
4. I Corinthians 14:15 – tells us that singing and praying in worship is to be done 
with understanding. 
5. Hebrew 10:22-25 – says that we submit to one another, spur one another on 
in love and good works, and encourage one another – all associated with 
worship. 
6. James 2:1-4 – shows among other things – that people come together in a 
place of meeting to worship God. 

a. In worship there are all kinds of people there: young and old, rich and 
poor, educated and uneducated, different ethnic backgrounds, all with 
the express purpose of coming together to worship. 

  7. There are items of worship that you can find examples or commands: 
   a. Singing – Ephesians 5:19; Colossians 3:16; I Corinthians 14:15. 
   b. Praying – I Timothy 2:1-9; I Thessalonians 5:17. 

c. The Lord’s Supper – Matthew 26:26-28; I Corinthians 11:22-33; Acts 
20:7. 
d. Giving a contribution – I Corinthians 16:1,2; 2 Corinthians 8,9. 
e. Preaching the word of God – Acts 20:7-11. 

 C. Are there different kinds of worship? 
1. To answer this question is to consider not only true worship with false 
worship, but to look at what we do in other settings other than our corporate 
worship. 
2. Corporate worship – is where the entire congregation in a local setting meets 
together to worship God. This is the formal setting of worship. This is that which 
cannot be done anywhere else than when the whole church comes together to 
worship. Items that are including in worship are: 

a. Singing – this is done without instruments of music (see above). 
Instruments of music are an addition to what God has prescribed for us in 
New Testament worship. Remember, in our discussion in Lesson # 2 
about how the Bible teaches us. The command is to sing – that excludes 
instruments of music. 
b. Praying – this is a time when men are to be praying in the worship 
setting. I Timothy 2 tells us that men are to lead in prayer in the 



assembly. Again our principle from Lesson 2 – shows us an example and 
command where men are to lead and women are not to lead. 
c. The Lord’s Supper – we not only have the command by Jesus in 
Matthew 26:26-28 but we also have the example of the New Testament 
Christians who waited for 7 days to meet together on the first day of the 
week to partake of the Lord’s Supper. 

1). This is an  item of worship that can be done only in the 
assembly of Christians – I Corinthians 11:17-33. 
2). This is one of two items of worship that can be done only on 
the first day of the week (Sunday) – Acts 20:7.  

d. Giving – this is the other item of worship that can only be done on the 
first day of the week (Sunday) according to I Corinthians 16:1,2. 

1). The principle again is not only to give, but we are commanded 
to give as we have purposed in our hearts. 
2. But the example (again see Lesson # 2) is that it can be done on 
the first day of the week (Sunday). 

e. Preaching – is basically teaching the Word of God. We know that this 
was done in the assembly in Acts 20:7. What is interesting with this item 
is that it has been done in the New Testament on a mountain, from a 
boat, in the temple courtyard, in synagogues, alongside of the river, etc. 

 D. Staying consistent – actions speak louder than words. 
1. Do you ever wonder if sometimes, when mankind is singing and worshipping 
God, that God ever asks, “What’s that?” 

a. When God hears one thing from us in worship and sees another 
lifestyle that is not consistent with what we say. 
b. While it is difficult to stay consistent in our worship and our daily living, 
they still must be consistent. 
 1). When we use bad language and tell off color jokes to others. 

2). When we communicate via Facebook and use words and 
recommend activities that are not Christian. 
3). When we sing, “Oh how I love Jesus!” with the same lips that 
we drop the “f-bomb” or take the Lord’s name in vain – is not 
consistent without profession as a Christian! 

2. The Bible says that we are all sinners (Romans 3:23), but it also states that if 
we will obey God, that He will forgive us (Acts 2:38). 

a. Are there some things in your life that are inconsistent with your 
worship? 
b. Don’t you think it is time that stays consistent? 
 
 
 

 

 



Lesson # 4 – Why Pray? 

 
Thought: God wants us to talk to Him in prayer! 
 
Goal: To help the campers understand that talking with God in prayer involves talking and 
listening. 
 
Scriptures: Matthew 6:9-13; I Timothy 2:1-8; Philippians 4:6-8 
 
Introduction: 

A. For way to many people prayer is like a fire alarm or fire extinguishers – use only in 
case of an emergency! 

1. While prayer is great when it comes to having decisions to make, tests to take, 
sickness in our own lives and in the lives of those we love, prayer should be more 
than for use just in case of an emergency. 
2. Prayer is a benefit of being a Christian. We are told in the Bible that we are to 
“pray without ceasing” (I Thessalonians 5:17). 
3. Prayer should be used in more situations than just in case of emergency, it 
should be used to thank God for a blessing, praise to Him for delivering us from  
evil, adoration to Him for who He is, etc. 
4. Prayer should be done when we get up in the morning, before we eat, before 
we take a trip, before we make a decision, when we are tempted, when our faith 
is low, even before we go to bed! 

B. Prayer is as different as a public prayer is to a personal private prayer. 
1. Public prayers are done in a general way while leading in a worship setting, a 
group setting, because you are directing everyone’s thoughts in that prayer. 
2. Private prayers are just that! There are things that we confess to God that no 
one else needs to know other than God and our self. We can confess specific 
sins, or even thoughts that we may be having about sinning. 

 C. Prayer is like having an unlimited bank account in heaven. 
  1. The deposits are already made and all we have to do is meet the conditions. 
  2. All good things God has provided are ours for the asking. 

3. Before we can enjoy the benefits of a check earned or a gift, we must cash it 
and use it wisely. 
4. Prayer is no different! 

 D. Prayer should be a part of our daily lives! 
Discussion: 

A. The Mechanics of Prayer. 
  1. We should understand some basics about approaching God in prayer. 

2. WHY? Remember our discussion concerning doing things according to the 
Bible in Lesson # 2? The Bible does teach us how to pray! 
3. When Jesus’ disciples asked the Lord, “Teach us how to pray” (Luke 11:1), 
Jesus’ response was what is the “Model Prayer” or what others have called the 
“Lord’s Prayer”. 



a. If Jesus’ disciples had to ask Him how to pray, I feel it is safe that we 
need to learn how to pray also. 
b. There are what I call some basic mechanics in prayer that whether we 
are praying in public or private that we need to observe. They are: 

1). Always address the prayer to God the Father – your prayer is 
going before God and it is to be addressed to Him (not to a so-
called “saint,” not to the Holy Spirit, and not to Jesus either). Cf. 
Psalm 5:2; Matthew 4:10: Luke 11:2). 
2). In the body of the prayer you can thank God for blessings, you 
can pray about temptations, you can pray for others, pray for the 
sick, etc. Pretty much anything you can pray for can be done in 
the body of the prayer. 
3). Closing the prayer in Jesus name is very important (John 14:14; 
Ephesians 2:18; 3:12; I Timothy 2:5). 

 B. The A.C.T.S. of prayer. 
  1. There is an acrostic that teaches the proper use of prayer: 

  Adoration – telling God how great He is. 

  Confession – telling God things in your life that you are sorry for. 

  Thanksgiving – telling God what you are thankful for. 

  Supplication – telling God of any requests that you may have. 

2. Add this acrostic to how to address God in prayer and how to end the prayer 
in Jesus’ name and you have the formula as to how to pray. 

  C. Matthew 6:9-13 
  1. “Our Father in heaven” – shows that we address our prayer to God. 

2. “Hallowed by your name” – is praise to God for Who He is. (“Hallowed” is a 
term associated with holiness). 
3. “”Your kingdom come” – it would be more appropriate to pray “may your 
kingdom (the church) grow and increase among men” because when Jesus is 
quoted here, the church/kingdom had not yet been established. 
4. “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven” – we always pray that things be 
done according to God’s will. Yet we are told to ask and it will given to us 
(Matthew 7:7-11). 
5. “Give us our daily bread” -  God does provide for us, and we are to ask for His 
blessings in our daily care. We should be careful here not to ask for things that 
are not according to His will – we are looking at just those things necessary for 
our daily survival. 
6. “Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors” – The term 
“debtors” here is often translated “forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 
sin against us” (Luke 11:4).  Our forgiveness is directly affected by our ability to 
and willingness to forgive others.   
7.”And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one” – while we 
know that God does not tempt any man (James 1:13), He can permit us to be 



tempted. With any temptation that comes our way, there will ALWAYS be an 
escape plan so that we can bear up under that temptation (I Corinthians 10:13). 

 D. I Timothy 2:1-8. 
1. There are some words in this text that are part of prayer. These are different 
words which are part of our prayers. They are (I Tim. 2:1): 

a. Prayers: a general term that is unrestricted but is used in only talking 
to God. (Acts 2:42; 10:4; 16:16; James 5:17-18). 
b. Requests: this refers to a petition for a particular benefit – a request 
for a need. This can be a personal need that we might pray for. (Matthew 
7;7; I Peter 3:12; Romans 10:1). 
c. Intercessions: the idea associated here is that we pray to God for 
others needs (not ourselves). (Romans 8:27,34; Colossians 1:9). 
d. Thanksgivings: this expresses gratitude for past blessings. Gratitude 
and joy are emphasized. This should be are part of our Christian life at all 
times – one of thanksgiving and gratitude! (Matthew 15:36; Philemon 4; 
Revelation 4:9; 7:12. 

  2. Should each of these items be in EVERY prayer?   
   a. Personally – no. 
   b. Publically – yes. 
 E. Philippians 4:6-8. 

1. Old people’s lives are filled with despair and worry, young people’s lives are 
filled with uncertainty and trying to please others for acceptance. We as young 
and old alike are not at peace.  WHY? 
2. The answer lies in these verses! 

a. Verse 7 tells us that we can have peace that transcends everything and 
that it will guard our hearts and minds in Christ. 
b. Verse 6 tells us that this is accomplished in “prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” 
 1). When facing temptation – PRAY! 
 2). When facing sorrow – PRAY! 
 3 ). When dealing with depression – PRAY! 
 4). When sick – PRAY! 
 5). When a loved one dies – PRAY! 
 6). When someone you know and love is troubled – PRAY! 

 F. Something to think about: 
1. God answers all prayers! Sometimes with a “Yes,” sometimes with a “No,” 
others times “It is not the right time for that.” 
2. We should always pray in faith believing that God will answer us because we 
have faith in Him to do that very thing we asked for. 
3. If God answers “No” how should we handle it? Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
said that God gave him enough grace to get Him through. He (God) will do the 
same for us. 
 
 



Lesson # 5 – Why Fellowship? 

 
Thought: Spending time with other Christians helps build strength in Christ. 
 
Goal: To help the campers understand that spending time with other Christians is important to 
building Christian values and lives. 
 
Scriptures: Matthew 18:19,20; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Proverbs 27:17 
 
Introduction: 

A. Place yourself in the first century, you know nothing of what is recorded about the 
life of Jesus Christ, just what you have personally seen or heard. You are caught up in a 
crowd outside of the Mr. Pontius Pilate’s palace. He comes and stands on his balcony 
and reports to the mob below. You are not sure what is going on until you hear Mr. 
Pilate say, ‘My custom is to release a prisoner each year at this time. Would you prefer 
me to release Barabbas or Jesus Christ?” The mob responds, “Let Barabbas go!” Pilate 
replies, “What do you want me to do with Jesus?” The mob chants out, “Crucify Him! 
Crucify Him!” 
 1. What would be your response? 

2. Many would be thinking, I would stand up for Jesus! But no you would not! 
You would be caught up in the mob mentality of that day and time!  
 a. You would have been in the mob saying, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!” 

b. If you refused to go along with the crowd, you would have been in the 
extreme minority, how do you think you would feel?  
 1). Alone? 
 2). Fearful for your life? 

 B. Now, go back to today, look at the Bible story again. (Luke 23 & 24). 
  1. Where was the disciple Peter?  Denying the Lord 3 times! 

2. Jesus is nailed to the cross – the mob is there watching the crucifixion of the 
three – and only John is there – where are the other 11 disciples? 
3. It is hard to be alone – to be in the minority – no matter what the situation is! 

C. Being a New Testament Christian is not easy because in the scheme of things, there 
are more non-Christians than there are Christians! 
 1. This is true at work! 
 2. This is true in sports! 
 3. This is true at school! 
 4. This is true in our neighborhoods! 

5. Sometimes it feels like we are so totally isolated from other Christians, we 
become just like everybody else. 

a. That is why we have a fellowship of Christians at our local 
congregations. 
b. That is why we have worship services, Bible classes, teen youth groups, 
Beechwood Hills Camp.  SO WE DON’T HAVE TO BE ALONE! 

 



Discussion: 
 A. So, why is it so important to be a part of a fellowship, a local congregation? 

1. The term for “church” in the Greek language is “Ekklesia” which translated 
means, “a called out group.” 

   a. Called out of what? 
b. Called out of the world into a fellowship of believers (Christians) by 
obedience to the Gospel of Christ. 

  2. Being all alone is not easy – it has been known to drive people insane! 
  3. But sometimes we are alone in a crowd?! 

a. When was the last time you went to a concert or sporting event and 
while you were there, you realized, hey, I’m all alone among this large 
group of people? 
b. That should never be felt in worship or Bible class! 

4. God knew that we are alone in the world and that we need a place of refuge, a 
place where we can be with “brothers and sisters” in Christ. 
 a. All that is in the world is an enemy of Christians – I John 2:15-17. 

b. We sing a song that says, “Oh Lord Prepare For Me A Sanctuary” which 
tells us that God understands how alone we can be in the world, and that 
He has prepared for us a “sanctuary” which is the “church” that we do 
not have to feel alone anymore!   

 B. Matthew 18:19-20. 
  1. Do you see Jesus here right now? 
   a. If we are gathered together right now in His name – He is here! 

b. But He is also over there where the other classes are meeting in His 
name! 
c.  We are here at Beechwood Hills Camp in His name this week and He is 
here too! 
d. Back at our home congregation where the brothers and sisters are 
meeting for bible classes tonight, Jesus is there too! 

  2. Looking at the context of Matthew 18. 
a. In verses 1-5 – the disciples come to Jesus and ask, “Who is the 
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 
b. In verses 6-9 – Jesus tells about offenses that will come and the 
extreme measures of how to deal with them (no, we are not to literally 
cut our hand or foot off). 
c. In verses 10-14 – Jesus gives the parable of the Lost Sheep – showing 
how important one precious soul is. 
d. In verses 15-20 – Jesus teaches how to deal with a brother who sins – 
that the accusation must be established by at least two (2) witnesses! 

1). The subject matter is discipline of a brother or sister caught in 
a sin. 
2). The principle is that agreement by two says it will be taken 
care of. 
3). We take verse 20 to refer to “worship” but that is not implied. 



aa. What is implied is where two or three gathered in the 
name of Christ – He is there! 
bb. This could mean a Bible class, a Bible study trying to 
convert someone to Christ, a devotional in someone’s 
home,  a worship service, etc. 

e. The place where Jesus is – is where two or three are gathered in His 
name! 

 C. 2 Corinthians 6:14-18. 
  1. How bad is it out there in the world? 
   a. Lawlessness –vs. 14. 
   b. Darkness – vs. 14. 
   c. Belial (Satan) – vs. 15. 
   d. Unbelievers – vs. 15. 
   e. Temple of idols – vs. 16 
  2. How good is it in the church? 
   a. Righteousness – vs. 14. 
   b. Light – vs. 14. 
   c. Christ – vs. 15. 
   d. Believers – vs. 15. 
   e. Temple of God – vs. 16. 
  3. Is the world wicked? 
   a. Read Galatians 5:19-21. 
   b. According to Paul through the Holy Spirit – the world IS wicked! 
  4. Is the church where goodness and righteousness are? 
   a. Read Galatians 5:22,23. 

b. According to Paul through the Holy Spirit – the church IS righteous and 
good! 

  5. WHERE would you rather be??? 
 D. Proverbs 27:17, As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” 

1. “As iron sharpens iron” indicates that sharpening a piece of iron requires 
another piece of iron; in this process, both pieces of iron are sharpened. 
2. We would understand this better by looking at the blades of a lawnmower. 
The more grass it cuts, the duller it gets. Eventually, the blades will need to be 
re-sharpened. 

a. The analogy – A Christian (the lawnmower) who is out in the world 
(cutting grass) will eventually get dull and needs to be sharpened. 
b. The sharpening comes from attending worship, attending Beechwood 
Hills, going to youth devotionals, attending Evangelism University, 
attending Bible class, etc. 

3. We dare not “go it alone” because we set ourselves up for failure! We need a 
refuge from the world! 

a. We need a place where we do not have to fight against the world and 
share time with Christians! 
b. Fellowship is vital to a Christian’s survival! 



Lesson # 6 – Why Serve Others? 

 
Thought: Serving God also involves serving others. 
 
Goal: To help the campers understand that serving others is an integral part of the Christian 
life. 
 
Scriptures: James 2:14-26; Matthew 25:31-46; Ephesians 6:7,8; Luke 10:25-37. 
 
Introduction: 
 A.  How active are you in the Lord’s church?  

1. While it is important to worship God, go to Bible class, study your Bible, and 
pray  to God, being a Christian is MORE than those things! 
2. During the Super Bowl this year, what would have happened if both teams 
would have gone out on the field and both teams got into their huddle, and did 
NOTHING ELSE THAN HUDDLE?! 
 a. Would that have been alright? 

b. After all they all had their uniforms on, they were on the playing field, 
the referees were there, the football was on the 20 yard line, the offense 
and the defense were on the field, the other players and the coaches 
were on the sideline, the spectators were there, the TV cameras were 
transmitting everything, and all the teams did was huddle! 
c. Would that be right?   Why? 

 B. Christians are a lot like those football teams just huddling and never actively playing! 
  1. We sing, “O How I Love Jesus” and we never show the love of Jesus to others! 

2. We read in the Bible, “Go into all the world and teach all nations” and we 
never talk about Jesus outside of our church buildings! 
3. We pray for God to open doors of opportunity to serve, and  we never go out 
and look for opportunities to share the Gospel. 
4. We care about the poor and pray for them, and sometimes even shed a tear 
for their condition, and we never leave our building with the purpose of feeding 
and clothing the poor! 
5. What is wrong with this picture?  

C. In this lesson today, we will from Scripture show that it is every congregation’s 
responsibility and every Christian’s responsibility to put our faith into action!  

1. We are to get outside of our church buildings and show by our actions that we 
love people and want to serve them and meet their needs. 
2. We will have to go out of our buildings and talk about Jesus and our 
relationship with Him to others and maybe even knock on some doors! 
3. After we have prayed for doors of opportunity, let’s go through those doors 
and teach and preach. 
4. Let’s be active in helping the homeless, feed the hungry and clothe those who 
are without proper clothing. 

 



Discussion: 
 A. James 2:14-26. 
  1. James has some strong words to Christians who are not acting on their faith! 
  2. Understand that faith and works are not enemies. 

a. Just as an apple tree will bear apples, so it is that faith will produce 
good works (Luke 6:43,44). 
b. True faith and righteous works go hand in hand. 
c. They are two parts of God’s work in us: 
 1). An obedient faith brings us to salvation. 
 2). Good works bring us to faithfulness. 
d. Faith is the cause and works are the effect. 

3. James is taking aim at those who profess to be Christians (have faith) and feel 
that they do not need to produce any good works in their lives. 

a. The reality is that if you have faith, works will naturally be a product of 
that faith. 
b. At the same time, you cannot get rid of works just because works 
alone do not save us. 

  4. Our understanding here needs to be clear: 
a. We as a group of Christians in a congregation need to be more than 
just a worshipping society or club. 
b. Also understand that we need to be more than just a benevolent 
society. 
c. James is saying by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit that we as obedient 
children of God must have faith AND works! 
 1). We show our faith by our works! 

2. James says the demons believe and what does that profit 
them? 

  5. Based on what you have read, how alive is your faith right now? 
a. On a scale of 1 (the lowest) to 10 (being the highest), where are you 
number wise? 
b. What have you done or what are you doing for the kingdom of God? 

B. Matthew 25:31-46. 
1. Here is a list of ways that we can be active in spreading the Gospel through 
good works: 
 a. Those who are hungry need to be fed. 
 b. Those who are thirsty need to have water. 
 c. Strangers need to be taken in. 
 d. The ones without necessary clothing need to have clothing given. 
 e. The sick need to be visited and encouraged. 
 f. Those who are in prison need to be visited. 

A WORD OF CAUTION: God has never wanted us to put our lives and the 
lives of our family members in jeopardy for their safety. So, we do need 
to be wise in how we attend to those who are in need. 



2. Note that the context says that we will be judged on the Judgment Day for the 
way we have put our faith into action. 
3. On the Judgment Day all humans will be put into one of two categories: 
 Sheep      Goats 
 Fed the hungry    Let the hungry starve 
 Gave water to the thirsty   Didn’t give anything to drink 
 Took in strangers    Refused to take in strangers 
 Clothed the needy    Left them without clothing 
 Helped the sick    Left the sick alone 
 Visited prisoners    Left prisoners alone 
4. There does seem to be an argument that those who did not put their faith into 
action say, “Lord when did we see you . . .?” Jesus reply was, “When you did not 
do it to the least of these, you did not do it to Me.” (25:45). 
5. Questions: 

a. Why do you think Christians ignore the basic needs of people in need 
even though God tells us that we must put our faith into action? 
b. Doesn’t it seem to you that the point God is trying to get across to us is 
that by serving Him, we must serve others? 

 C. Luke 10:25-37. 
  1. Most people know the Parable of the Good Samaritan very well. 

2. The background of the Parable is simple: a man comes to Jesus and asks what 
he has to do to inherit eternal life. He knows the command to “Love the Lord 
your God with all of your heart, soul and mind.” He also knows that he is “To 
love his neighbor as himself.” But his BIG question is: “WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?” 
Jesus reply is this Parable. 

a. The Levite passes on the far side of where the man who has been 
robbed in lying.  

1). He was one of the “good guys” – he took care of matters 
associated with the daily workings of the temple. 
2). He would have known what it was to be of “service to God” in 
the role that he played serving in the temple. 

b. The Priest passes on the far side of where the man who has been 
robbed is lying. 

1). He also was one of the “good guys” who certainly should have 
known better. 
2). He would have known the Law of God, he would have been 
heavily involved in the teaching of the Law and would have been a 
servant of God. 

c. The robbed and beaten man would have been a fellow Jew who was 
travelling and simply was robbed. This is important to know that he was a 
Jew. 
d. The Samaritan who stopped to help, brought the one robbed to an Inn 
and paid for his lodging and care. 



1). As a Samaritan he should have passed by on the other side 
because he was not allowed to interact with a Jew! 
2). He did not allow prejudice to stop his service to his fellow man. 
He saw a man in need and helped him regardless.  
3). He understood WHO his neighbor was! He put his servant 
heart into action! 

 E. Ephesians 6:7,8. 
1. We have looked at three examples of Scripture that have shown us the 
necessity of putting our faith into action. 
2. We should be humble enough to be willing to serve our fellow man who is in 
need. There should be no doubt about what we are supposed to do! 
3. This passage teaches us that it is the Lord who will judge us. That the good 
works we do are to be done with the understanding that it is as if we were 
providing help to the Lord! 
 a. Those that we help, may never say thank-you. 
 b. The ones we help may very simply be taking advantage of us. 

c. Our own brethren at church, may not even understand what it is like to 
serve others and may even question us in what we do. 
d. BUT, “The Lord will reward everyone for whatever good he does”! 
(Eph. 6:8). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lesson # 7 – Why Be Concerned About Habits? 

 

Thought: What are habits?  

 

Goal: To help campers understand that we all struggle with habits. 

 
Scripture: I Corinthians 6:9-12. 
 
Introduction: 
 A. This lesson and the next are the most difficult for every person alive. 

1. We do so many things today simply out of habit – kind of like – we do things 
on automatic pilot. 
2. Habits can be good, they can be bad, or even be neither. 
3. The concern of this lesson will be to define what a habit is and be able to make 
an intelligent decision about what changes one needs to make when a habit is 
bad and affects others in a bad way. 

B. What is a Habit? 
1. *An acquired pattern of behavior that has become almost involuntary as a 
result of frequent repetition. 
2. *A particular practice, custom, or usage. 

  3. *A dominant or regular characteristic or tendency. 
  4. *Addiction. 
  5. *Definitions taken from Webster’s College Dictionary. 
 C. In trying to make an application to the above definitions consider the following: 

1. Using the first definition above, are there any “harmless” patterns of behavior 
in your own life that has become almost involuntary because you have done it so 
often?  Example: brushing your teeth. 
2. Using the second definition above, name a particular practice or custom that 
irritates you. Example: showing affection in public – beyond holding hands. 
3. Using the third definition above, what would be a dominant characteristic of 
yours? Example: On a negative note: he or she is known for the bad language 
they use; when upset; just thinking they are all grown-up and can use such 
language (spoken or via texting). On a positive note: always uses the right kind of 
language and is there to help and encourage. 
4. An addiction for definition purposes will basically be that which is a bad or evil 
habit. Consider an addiction that we are familiar with and see how it fits into the 
definition of a habit. Examples would be: drugs, alcohol, or smoking. 

Discussion: 
A. Good, bad, neither. 

1. Look at this definition again: A habit is something we do the same way every 
time or something we do without thinking. 

a. A GOOD HABIT. 
   1). Is something that is useful. 



2). It is something we do without thinking because you have 
become so good at it that you do not have to think about. 

   Example: saying “please” and “thank-you.” 
   b. A BAD HABIT. 

1). This is something that is negative or destructive that you do 
without thinking. 

    2). This is what some have called a “knee-jerk” reaction. 
Example: you fail to finish first – it is not your fault – it is 
the fault of the referee, or the playing conditions, or your 
fellow team mate. You never take ownership that it was 
your fault that you lost. 
Example: you stub your toe, you hit your finger with a 
hammer, you get a speeding ticket – so you cuss or swear. 

c. NEITHER  - it is neither good nor bad but it involves something you do 
naturally. 

1). These are things you just do without really ever having 
“learned” it. 
 Example: breathing. 
 Example: rubbing your hands together when they are cold. 

  2. Question: What are some things you wish you could do without thinking? 
   a. Talk to a person of the opposite gender.   
   b. Naturally be a happy person. 

3.Question: What are some things you wish didn’t come so naturally to you and 
why? 
 a. Hurt someone by the words you say to others. 
 b. Being a negative down in the dumps kind of person. 

 B. I Corinthians 6:12. 
  1. What does it mean to be “mastered” by something in this verse? 

a. It would be allowing something or someone to have control over you in 
a bad way. 
b. Understand that there are those who are permitted to have “control” 
over us – but in a good way: 
 1). Parents 
 2). Government 
 3). Police 

  2. How is it that a person could become “mastered” by someone or something? 
a. It could be that we become so involved in a practice or habit that one 
does not seem to have any control in participating in that. 
b. You lose all sense of time when participating. 
c. You lose all inhibitions (knowing it is wrong and still doing that). 
d. You cannot seemingly function or live without it to the point that it 
becomes compulsive behavior. 

  3. Is it wrong to be “mastered” by something? 
   a. Our only Master or Lord is to be Jesus Christ – Matthew 6:21,24. 



b. When something becomes our master to the point that we forsake the 
Lord, we have gone too far. 

 C. I Corinthians 6:9,10. 
1. Based on these verses, what are some things that Paul is saying through the 
Holy Spirit that could master people: 

a. Sexual immorality – including adultery, prostitution, and homosexual 
practice. 
b. Idolatry 
c. Thievery 
d. Greed 
e. Drinking 
f. Slander 
g. Being deceitful. 

2. Are there other things in the world around you that you could add to this list 
of potential “masters”? 

a. In Galatians 5:19-21 it lists a number of things that a person is not to 
do if they want to go to heaven. 
b. This list is similar to the one in I Corinthians 6:9,10. 
c. But please note: that in the list of Galatians 5:19-21 there are the 
words that say “and the like” which means things that are like the sins of 
the flesh, but are not named specifically. 

3. Have you ever been mastered by anything that could be considered “bad” or 
“evil”? 
 a. Substance? 
 b. A Behavior? 
 c. A Relationship? 
 d. An Attitude? 
 e. A Mood? 
 f. An Emotion? 

SOME HELP: 
 The following is a help for you to decide whether a habit is a problem or not. In the 

questions, “IT” refers to the habit. Before you answer the questions, define in your own mind 

what “habit” you are trying to identify. Once you identify the habit answer the questions. 

 1. Does IT express true love for others?   Never Sometimes Always 

 2. Do I do IT in secret?    Never Sometimes Always 

 3. Would I be embarrassed if everyone 

                  knew about IT?      Never  Sometimes  Always  

 4. Do I do IT in the name of Christ?   Never Sometimes Always 

 5. Does IT build others up?    Never Sometimes Always 

 6. Does IT cause people trouble that I care about? Never Sometimes Always 

 

 



Lesson # 8 – Why Do Habits Grow? 

 

Thought: How do we get trapped in bad habits? 

 

Goal: To help the campers recognize some of their own bad habits. 

 

Scriptures: Romans 7:14-25 

 

Introduction: 

 A. At what stage does a habit become a problem in someone’s life? 

  1. We spent some time in the previous lesson on identifying what a habit is. 

  2. We learned that habits can be good, bad or neither. 

3. A habit is something we do the same way every time or something we do 
without thinking. 

 B. Consider the GROWTH of a habit. 
1. You start with a habit at day one – it really hasn’t become a habit at the 

beginning – has it? 

2. However, six months later you find that you are doing the same thing over and 

over again – has it grown? 

3. Now, one year later, you do not even think about the habit anymore, it is now 

a part of who you are – it basically has control over you – why? Because it is now 

automatic, you give it no thought, you just do it! 

C. Did you ever think that something you started a year before would be at the stage it 

now is in your life? 

 1. If you knew that ahead of time, would you have started in the first place? 

2. If it is a bad habit, and it is causing you problems at home, school, or church, 

would you have started it the first time?  

3. How hard is this habit to break? 

 a. Again, if it is bad – how has it affected you? 

 b. If it is good – do you want to stop the habit? 

4. If it is not a “problem” habit like some will tell you, what should you do now to 

keep it from being a problem? 

 a. Give it up? 

 b. Create accountability? 

 c. Pray for strength? 

Discussion: 

 A. How To Avoid Being Trapped By A Bad Habit. 

  1. The first step is simply experimentation. 



a. At this point the person finds that just a little bit goes a long in making 

one “feel good.” 

b. The feelings at this point remain high while the frequency (number of 

times the habit is performed) remains relatively low. 

c. Some examples: 

 Alcohol – can produce a “buzz.” 

 Drugs – can produce a “high.” 

  2. The second step is to do this new habit socially. 

a. At this point, the person allows this habit to become a part of his/her 

social life. 

b. This person may have even set some personal rules as to when this 

habit is appropriate. 

c. Some examples: 

Alcohol – the “buzz” is still there, but it is more frequent. Now this 

person sets the rule; “I will only drink with my friends,” or “at 

week-end parties,” or “just two beers and that is it.” 

Drugs – the “high” is still there, but it is more frequent. The same 

reasoning, the rules are set: “I will get high only when I know it is 

safe” and that may be with just a select few. 

  3. The third step is a preoccupation with the habit. 

a. At this point, the person begins to violate his or her own sense of right 

and wrong in order to take care of it. 

b. The person may begin to blow off other important things for the sake 

of it. 

c. Even if the person isn’t doing it, they are probably thinking about it. 

1). The problem here is that the highs associated with it are not as 

high as they were before, and the lows are lower. 

2). This leads to a higher frequency, because the person needs it 

more often to achieve the same results. 

   d. Example: The person is now violating the right and wrong they have set 

up for themselves. They are now involved with people they do not even 

know. They are now blowing off school and church in order to do this. 

They may even think about it when they are not doing the habit. Again, 

more and more and more is needed for the “buzz” or the “high.” 

  4. The fourth step is that I have to do the habit in order to feel normal. 

   a. At this point it is no longer any fun. 

b. Now they suffer as a result of their habit: loss of dignity, broken 

relationships, expense, and even a spiritual numbness. 



 1). The frequency remains very high. 

 2). The “highs” are now normal to low. 

 3). The “buzz” now is low and near normal. 

  5. How hard is it to break this bad habit at each level? 

 B. Acting out and acting in. 

1. Acting out may include: smoking, drinking, sexual promiscuity, fighting, 

cussing – actions that involve an outside substance or another person. 

2. Acting in may include fantasizing, cutting, or lying to yourself. These are 

actions that basically involve you and only you. 

3. Whose actions would you say are easier to recognize: 

 a. The person acting out? 

 b. The person acting in? 

4. Who is in the greater danger? 

 a. The person acting out? 

 b. The person acting? 

5. Read Hebrew 4:13. 

a. How does it make you feel to know the nothing is hidden from God’s 

sight? 

b. EVERYTHING you do can be seen by everyone you know – would you 

still do it? 

 C. Romans 7:14-25. 

  1. Some questions: 

    a. What phrase stands out the most to you in this passage?    Why? 

   b. What sentence stands out the most to you in this passage?    Why? 

   c. What is the most difficult thing for you to accept in this passage? 

   d. What makes this passage so tough for you to accept? 

2. From this passage, the Apostle Paul is saying that he knows what is good and 

right, but he isn’t doing it. He also knows what is evil, and that he is doing! He 

says that he has a constant battle going on within himself as to what to do. 

a. This is true for your parents, your school teachers, your preacher, and 

other in positions of authority. 

b. This is true for you as a preteen, as a teen, and even as a young adult. 

c. We are all in the same boat when it comes to the battle of habits, 

good, bad, or neither. 

3. As young people, you are experiencing new things every day. You are being 

bombarded by the media, internet, facebook, twitter, etc. as to what is 

acceptable and what is not. 



4. Understand this: GOD’S STANDARDS ARE DIFFERENT FROM THE WORLD’S 

STANDARDS! We answer to our Creator. He loves us and knows who we are. His 

Son, Jesus understands EVERYTHING we are tempted with. It is our choice no 

matter what. So, be careful what becomes a habit in your life. If it is bad – stop 

at the first step (even though you do not have to take it). It will be far easier than 

trying to stop at the fourth step!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Lesson # 9 – How Close Does God Want Me To Be? 

 

Thought: How can I have a relationship with God? 

 

Goal: To help the campers to understand that their friendship with God can be real. 

 

Scriptures: Genesis 1:26,27; 2:18; 3:8,9,21; James 2:23; John 15:1-8; Romans 8:35-39. 

 

Introduction: 

A. As young people you have seen some in your congregations what I call a W.E.R.F.  

How many would like to be a W.E.R.F.? 

  1. Wild 

  2. Eyed 

  3. Religious 

  4. Fanatic 

B. As young people you have also seen those of what I would call a B.R.A.C. How many 

of you would be a B.R.A.C.? 

 1. Barely 

 2. Resemble 

 3. A 

 4. Christian 

C. While we do not like to place labels on people, most people in congregations are 

what I would label as an M.O.R.C. 

 1. Middle 

 2. Of 

 3. Road 

 4. Christian 

d. So how close does God want us to be to Him?  

Discussion: 

 A. Genesis 1:26,27; 2:18; 3:8,9,21 (Adam and Eve). 

1. Do you think that people in Bible times had a closer relationship with God than 

people do today? 

 a. God was their Creator (1:26,27; 2:18). 

b. God was a friend with them as He walked and talked with them in the 

Garden of Eden (3:8,9). 

c. God was even concerned about their needs and supplied them (3:21). 

  2. Does God fill a similar role with us today? 

   a. He is still our Creator (Genesis 1:26,27). 



   b. He is accessible to us through prayer (Ephesians 3:20-21). 

   c. He meets our needs also (Ephesians 1:3). 

 B. James 2:23 (Abraham). 

  1. In one word, what characterizes Abraham’s relationship with God  - Friend. 

  2. What does it mean to be a “friend” with God? 

a. God told Abraham to go to a country that he had never seen or even 

heard of – being a friend of God – Abraham left the comforts of home 

and went where God told him to go (Genesis 12:1-2). 

b. God told Abraham that his descendents would be as many as the sand 

of the seashore and as many as the stars in the sky and that through his 

“seed” all would be blessed (Galatians 3:8,16,29) –and we are all children 

of Abraham – he believed God! 

c. God told Abraham to offer his only son, Isaac as a burnt offering to God 

– being a friend with God – he believed God would work it out (Hebrews 

11:17-19) – God did! 

3. How would you react to each of these situations? Ff you are a “friend” God, 

would you have done those things? 

 C. John 15:1-8. 

1. One of the best descriptions in the New Testament as to how close we ought 

to be with God is discussed by Jesus just before His crucifixion. 

 a. Who is the vine?  (The Lord) 

   b. Who are the branches? (We are). 

   c. How close are the branches to the vine? 

   d. Can the branches survive when separated from the vine? 

  2. A vine and its branches usually have a gardener; God is our Gardener. 

   a. He cares for us and looks after us. 

b. Dead branches must be pruned so that the vine can grow stronger and 

produce more. (God prunes Christians so that we can grow stronger and 

become more faithful). 

c. The branch depends on the vine for life and nourishment so it can bear 

fruit. (We depend on Christ for our hope, strength, peace, love, grace, 

etc.) 

3. Can the Vine (Jesus) be tempted and not sin?  (Matthew 4:1-11; Hebrews 

4:15). 

4. Can the branches (you and I) be tempted and not sin? 

a. We know that all have sinned (Romans 3:10,23). Does that include you 

and I? 



b. If we are in the “vine” (Jesus), should we as “branches” sin? (I Peter 

2:21). 

5. So, how different are you from the vine? How close should we as the branches 

be to Jesus the Vine? 

 D. Romans 8:35-39. 

  1. How do you feel when: 

   a. One of your friends moves out of state? 

   b. An older brother or sister leaves you behind to start college? 

   c. A friend starts going out with someone who does not like you? 

   d. Someone you loved, died? 

   e. You made the team, but your best friend did not? 

f. A friend got involved in some illegal activity that you did not participate 

in? 

2. The good news here, is that God promises that Christians will never be 

separated from His love! 

a. Nothing in life or death can separate us from Christ because of His 

sacrificial death on the cross, His burial, His resurrection, His ascension, 

and His constant intercession for us. 

b. So, how close does God want us to be? 

 1). How close is the vine to the branches? 

2. We need less B.R.A.C.s and less M.O.R.C.s in the church and 

more W.E.R.F.s! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Lesson # 10 – How Do I Really Know God Is Out There? 

 

Thought: Why it makes sense that God is real. 

 

Goal: To help campers understand that God is interested in them and that they need to obey 

Him. 

 

Scriptures: Acts 17:24-28; Galatians 3:26 – 4:7; Isaiah 55:6,7; Ephesians 1:4,5 

 

Introduction: 

A. Distribute index cards and pencils. Have your students complete the following 

sentences and return the cards to you. (Do not have them write their name on the 

cards). Once you get them back (take just five minutes) read some of the responses. 

Complete the following: 

 1. Sometimes, I feel as though God is _________________________. 

 2. Sometimes, I wish that God ________________________________________. 

B. People often explain that God is far away, that He doesn’t care about them, or that 

He is too important to be interested in them. 

 1. If you feel that way, you’re normal. 

 2. But, we also need to consider some facts about God. 

C. Consider the following questions and scriptures (we will discuss this at greater length 

later): 

 1. Why should I think about God?  

a. Acts 17:24-28 

b. I should think about God because He is my Creator and decides when 

and where people should live. He wants me to think about Him and reach 

out to Him. He is the source of my life. 

 2. Where is God and how does He want me to act toward Him?  

a. Isaiah 55:6,7 

b. He is not far from me and wants me to reach out to Him, seek Him, 

turn from my sin, and obey Him to receive forgiveness. 

3. What kind of a relationship does God want me to have with me and how does 

it begin?  

a. Galatians 3:26-4:7 

 

 



b. God wants to be my Father and wants me to be His child. He wants to 

make me an heir of all He owns. I can become His child when I place my 

personal faith in Jesus Christ and obey all that He has said so that He can 

be my Savior. 

 D. Here are some reasons why God wants to have a relationship with us: 

  1. We are chosen according to His will – Ephesians 1:11. 

  2. It gives Him pleasure – Ephesians 1:5. 

3. The result of not having a relationship with Him now is separation from Him 

forever. God does not want anyone to suffer that fate – 2 Peter 2:9. 

4. He loves us – Ephesians 2:4-7. 

Discussion: 

 A. We are all unique!  Acts 17:22-28 

  1. God wants to have a relationship with all of us. 

2. But His relationship with each of us is unique because we are so different from 

one another. 

 a. Nobody else has our DNA. 

 b. Nobody else has our fingerprints. 

 c. Nobody else has our personality. 

d. So nobody else can have the same exact relationship with God that you 

can have. 

  3. We know that we are different from one another. With that in mind, we  

should be able to better understand why our relationships with God are unique. 

 B. Our birth – Galatians 3:26-4:7. 

1. Even though none of us can remember our physical birth, there are some 

things we know for sure: 

a. It was tough on your mom – just ask her if you have not already been 

told the story yet. 

b. It was tough on you – you were squeezed, pushed, and twisted in 

every way. 

c. It was not easy to be born physically. 

2. In the same way, you may feel that being born into God’s family isn’t easy 

either. 

 a. It was tough on God because He gave His Son to die for us –John 3:16. 

b. It was tough on Jesus, because He died a horrible death for us – Acts 

2:36. 

c. It is tough on us, because of the change that is supposed to take place 

– we go from sinner to saint by being born again – John 3:3,5. 



d. After we have been born again, we have a different style of life and 

that is not easy either – Romans 12:1,2. 

C. So, what is it that God wants us to do in response to His love and Jesus Christ’s 

sacrifice for us? 

 1. We need to acknowledge our sin. 

a. List in your mind some of the sins you have committed (lying, cheating, 

cussing, drugs, premarital intimate relations, hateful, hurtful to others). 

b. How does that make you feel? 

c. Sometimes we feel guilt only because we were caught. What if you 

weren’t caught – then what? 

d. But, ALL of us have been caught in sin – Romans 3:10,23; 6:23. 

2. So we need God to forgive us, right? 

a. When we see Jesus being tempted in all points like we and yet He did 

not sin (Hebrews 4:15; I John 2:15-17), we see our sin, and we see the 

need for forgiveness (Luke 13:3,5; Acts 2:38; 17:31). 

b. We need to love Jesus and obey Jesus (John 14:15) if we are ever to 

have our sins forgiven (Mark 16:16; Acts 22:16; I Peter 3:21). 

c. When we obey, we believe God and His word and we become a new 

creation – 2 Corinthians 5:17. 

  3. We are then in a saved relationship with Jesus and God. 

a. We no longer have to try and pay for our sins, because God has paid 

for our sins with the death of Jesus, His Son (Romans 6:23). 

b. God has removed the judgment for our sins through Jesus Christ. 

c. What more could a person ask for? Salvation from our sins! 

  4. We then have a new life! 

a. It is a life that is no longer lived as being a slave to unrighteousness 

(evil) – Romans 8:1-11. 

 1). We no longer serve the works of the flesh – Galatians 5:19-21. 

b. It is a life that now is lived as a slave to righteousness – Romans 8:1-11. 

2). We now have the fruits of the spirit abiding in us – Galatians 

5:22,23. 

D. We conclude by thanking God that His involvement in our lives is not limited to the past. We 

thank Him for sending His Son Jesus to overcome the power of sin and have eternal life 

available to us. We need to thank Him for His continued involvement in our lives today. 

Note: This material is presented by Mike Scholten. The material is from various sources and I have not 

documented those sources.  The sources have come from workshops, lectureships, Gospel Meetings, various 

papers and books. I am not claiming all of the thoughts to be original. Because of this, it is my sincere hope and 

prayer that much good can still come from this material. May God use it for good at Beechwood Hills Christian 

Camp.  


